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The difference between a monastery / church / 
cathedral ?

The monastery: is the place of 
residence and worship of all priests, 
priests and monks, and the 
monastery is surrounded by raised 
fences and gates,  the monastery 
can contain some other spaces such 
as the well or the place of water 
storage and rooms that are retreats 
to pray,
The library and some residential 
spaces for living, and can be visited 
on educational trips because it is 
often far from the residential city.

St. Catherine's 
Monastery



The Church: It is the place of prayer for Christians and the place 
where the altar is located. It is special for performing prayers, 
celebrations, gatherings, lessons and religious sermons.
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Monastery
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The cathedral: It is also a place 
for worship such as the church, 
but its area is larger and in 
some countries the city must 
contain only one cathedral, 
and it has a number of 
churches, 
it must contain the throne of 
the bishop and he is 
responsible for the cathedral, 
while the priest is responsible 
for the church.

St. Peter's Basilica 
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